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~ Mission Statement ~ 

The Defiance Area FoundationðServing Defiance Countyðis a not-for-profit organization 

that provides a vehicle to promote the philanthropic goals and heritage of the donors of the 

greater Defiance area. By preserving and nurturing the growth of its assets, The Foundation 

strives to enhance and enrich the quality of life in the greater Defiance area. The           

Foundationôs mission is to encourage, through financial assistance, the starting or expansion 

of projects, causes, and programs that benefit a cross-section of area citizens. 

~ What is The Defiance Area Foundation? ~ 

The Defiance Area FoundationðServing Defiance Countyðis a tax-exempt, not-for-profit, 

publicly supported philanthropic institution. It is a collection of individual funds made up of 

gifts, endowed funds, and bequests from individuals and corporations to enhance the quality 

of life where they live and work. These funds are pooled and invested and that income is 

distributed as grants. Since it is a public supported, tax-exempt corporation under IRS Code 

Section 501 (c) (3), all gifts are tax deductible. 

Community foundations are the fastest growing form of philanthropy and are often the first 

to support new and emerging needs. The Defiance Area Foundation provides a means for 

addressing community problems and opportunities by maintaining a broad grant program 

available to charitable organizations in the Defiance County area.  

~ Why was The Defiance Area Foundation established? ~ 

One man had a vision. H. Eugene Smart was a true leader and worked hard to turn his vision 

into a reality. His vision was to form a charitable foundation that would support programs 

and projects within the Defiance community. He gathered fifteen community leaders who 

shared a deep commitment and interest in his undertaking. Together, this group chartered 

The Defiance Area Foundation in 1979 with $22,000 as a beginning endowment. From this 

inception, The Foundation has focused on, and participated in, the building projects and 

funding of  programs that impact the quality of life for our citizens. The Foundation grants 

monies from both restricted and unrestricted funds.  



 

 

Letter From our President... 
Chad Peter,  President and CEOðDefiance Clinic 

Dear Foundation Member:                 September 2011 

 

If you want something to last forever, start with a strong foundation. This year was a year of blessings for the 

Foundation, with grants to the community touching approximately 40,000 lives!  During the 2010 ï 2011 year we 

celebrated the following accomplishments: 

 

Launched a successful resource development journey raising almost $1,000,000 in cash and pledges to fulfill 

donor passions and meet Community needs 

Hired Heather Baughman as part-time administrative and marketing assistant (October) 

Implemented a concentrated focus on development and community awareness 

Established 13 new partnerships/funds utilizing various types of vehicles 

Developed regional funds in Hicksville and Sherwood areas 

Created the Legacy Society 

Cultivated 8 new planned gifts 

Met with over 200 community members, individuals, and professionals 

Moved into a new professionalized office at 507 Fifth Street, Defiance 

Changed our tagline to ñServing Defiance Countyò to better identify those we serve 

Reviewed and re-defined membership, responsibilities and commitments 

Implemented Giving Societies to recognize our donors cumulative generosity 

Purchased Community Pearl accounting software and implemented 7/1/11 

 

Thank you for your continued commitment to your Community Foundation and those we serve. Our gratitude 

goes out the community, families and individuals who have made our growth possible.  Hereôs a snapshot of our 

financial picture through 6/30/11: 

 

Contributions $999,367 (includes pass through gifts and pledges) 

Total assets as of 6/30/11 equal $3,588,989 

36 Grants to benefit Defiance County and its residents $428,255 (includes pass-through grants)  

Total rate of return with Reliance and First Federal approximately 20% 

 

All of us that have raised our children, and been involved in successful business relationships in Defiance County 

can understand, appreciate, and value the Foundation and its service in Defiance County.  Share our story with 

your colleagues, friends, and neighbors and help us continue the momentum of success and growth in 2011, 2012 

and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Chad L. Peter 

President 
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ñO n behalf of the Defiance County 

Furniture Bank and St. Maryôs Parish, we would like to thank you for 

your continued support to this ministry. Your donation will provide 

much needed assistance to those less fortunate in our area. God Bless! 

- Defiance County Furniture Bank 
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ñW hat is a small thing to 

some is huge to others. Your grant to our 

program is the latter of the two. Your      

generous commitment to our program will 

be used wisely. Having the support of area 

organizations, such as  yours, is what drives 

us and keeps us operating. We can help   

children, because of you.ò

 

- Cathy Davis 
Defiance County School-Based  

Mentoring Program Coordinator 
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much we appreciate your support. The Defiance Area 

Foundation has again shown that it s
upports projects 

throughout the county. On behalf of the park board, all of 

the volunteers, and the entire Sherwood area, thank you 
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- Michael Walker 

Sherwood Village Park Board Member 

Grant Recipients... 


